ABOUT WHO ARE WE? THE CORTLAND FIRE OF 1919 AUGMENTED REALITY GAMES!

DIGITAL HUMANITIES — SPRING 2018

Search this website ...

The Cortland Normal School Fire, 1919

By: Peter McKasty, Kara Smith, and JP Ospina
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Newspaper headline the day of the fire in the Cortland Standard

On February 27th, 1919, the Cortland Normal School in Cortland, New York, mysteriously burned down,
and to this day the cause is unknown (although it is speculated that it started in the lower level next to the
bottom of a paper waste shoot, which added a lot of fuel to the fire and caused it to spread rapidly).
Originally a school intended to educate future teachers, the Cortland Normal School was located on Court
street, towards the central town of Cortland. Prior to the fire, there were speculations that the school would
be moved to a new location, but there was some opposition to this plan. The fire itself somewhat catalyzed
the transportation of campus to “the hill”. “The hill” refers to the peak at the top of Graham avenue that

overlooks much of Cortland and nearby areas.

In the planning process for
the school’s rebuilding, there

Airegular meetiag ¢ Local B “xnarers of the Cort!
Gtate Normal School was hele in the executive offices of the schuc
on Friday, September 9, i3%i. The following maobers were _-;e-;-an;: were many proponents for
Mr. Buggett, Mrs. Wickwire, Dr. Higegins, Judge Champlin, Mzs. Dunn, . .
and Mr. Kellogg: 3By request Dr. DeGroat and Mr. Gardner were alsg mamtammg the same
present.
location, not only for

Dr. Higgins acted as chairman in the absence of Mr. Clark.

It was moved by Mr. Suggett, seconded by Mrs. Wickwire, and Sent|ment, but also fOI"
carried that Dr. DeGroat meet Mr. Kelly, the applicant for the : ] ] ]
janitorship, at Albany tomorrow, and if Mr. Kelly be satisfactory prac’uca“ty and convenience.
to Dr. DeCGroat that, subject to the rules and regulaticns of the
Civil Service Commission, he be hired provisionally as therein
rrovided, as janitor of this school if he will accept that rosition. HOWGVGI’, there was also a
=+ Dr. DeGroat then Tead the budget lists for the month of Seyt. |arge push for the location on
On motion of Mrs. Wickwire, seconded by Mrs. Dunn, these lists were
e the hill, even before the fire

It was moved by Judge Champlin, seconded by Mr. Suggett, and )
carried, that the Bull residence be leased by the State to the occurred. One of the main
Bull family on a month to month tenancy at a monthly rental of $50 _
payable in advance, the term of eaid tenancy to begin on the date . . '
of the check given 'tu the Bull estate in payment for the property flgureS mVOIVed, Dr. DeWitt

and the term of said tenancy to end on thirty days from the date

that a written notige is served upon any member of the Bull family DeGroat was a main
expressing the desire of the State to terminate said lease, and 1

that a lease be made and executed by the Bull family and the Loca .

Board subject to the aprroval of the Commissioner of Education, proponent in the pUSh to

such lease to have no effect unless approved by him.
. . dless et o move the campus. On the
On motion of Judge Champlin, seconded by Mrs. Wickwire,

: | i : 1ted to the Local Board T rense .
Mr. Walter Bull's bill presente o e Loca 0ar 0T eXie s day Of the fll’e, Dr. DeGroat

incfurred by him was rejected in full.

1t was moved by Mr. Suggett, secon ‘.g.‘s. by Judge Cl—.::.'.-_flinl, and actually happened tO be in
carr ied that the attorney yprepare a stolexent of t}:-c_ facts in ;
respect of the repairs on the Methodist Church, and that the Church

has already begun the repairs, and that this statement be sent to Chicago, which he claimed to
the Department of Education.

113 " . . . ”
On motion of Judge Champlin, seconded by Mrs. Vickrire, the be a “blessing in disguise” as
matter of purchase of library books and the 15,000 library 1lund . . o
was left tg the committee on library with power. he belleved some IndIVIduaIs
amrlin ronded by Mz=S. Dunn, and )
It was moved by Judge Chaxplin, secon would have blamed h|m for

s i d with the Department
ried that Dr. DeCGroat be instructed fo confer wi k e LA
E?IE;.uca.tinn and the State Architect's Derartment for the purpose ]
of ascertakhigg the cost of completing the swimming pool wich 1s to the ongoings of that day.
be placed.in the new normal school building, and also to a.s;:irta.:.n
: ing the construection of the auditorium Ilaocr o
the eXpenEe Ot Cf the péste from the symasium suvporting the After the decision was made
gjirrd.ars and to ascertain their opinica as to the practicability d
L

and feasibility of these changes. lir. Sugge:t was excused from voting. to move the campus, certain

i jourreds . .
Meeting declared adjourre : figures were honored with

buildings named after them,
Meeting summary about plans to move school such as Dr. DeGroat himself

and a Dr. Higgins, another

key figure in finding the new location for the school.

After the planning was wrapped-up, it was decided the new school

location would reside one the hill at the top of Graham ave. After a
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few years of construction, the new campus opened up in 1923 with il =
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its first building: Old Main. To this day, the campus remains in this

and Circulation Agent,

location and has expanded greatly, with many different dorm

RIC NORMAL SCHOOL

buildings and nearly 10 different academic buildings. The campus ONLY FIRE-GUTTED SHELI

continues to grow and change every year. Below, we have created a
small photo exhibit for you to experience the fire from that very

February day in 1919.
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CNS on fire, 1919

CNS after burning down

Groups watching Cortland Normal School burn

All images courtesy of the SUNY Cortland College Archive.
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